
 

Trade Credit Insurance Coverage Experience 
K&L Gates has one of the largest insurance coverage practices in 
the world, acting exclusively for policyholders. We have extensive 
experience advising policyholders in relation to trade credit 
insurance where, as a result of economic changes around the 
globe, there has been a steady increase in disputes. These 
disputes cover a broad spectrum of transactions and business 
areas, from the financing of agricultural equipment and offshore 
oil and gas extraction support equipment to projects in the 
construction industry.  

Our lawyers around the world provide a multidisciplinary, 
integrated approach to trade credit insurance coverage analysis, helping to protect our clients’ 
businesses in the event of the default or insolvency of their customers. We work with clients after 
loss events to help ensure policy terms and conditions are complied with, particularly regarding 
claim notification and cooperation. We advise on how best to present and document claims and 
proof of loss, which can be particularly onerous in the context of trade credit insurance. 

We work with clients to ensure their claims are presented in a manner that maximizes insurance 
recoveries. We also work proactively with clients to assess the strengths and weaknesses in their 
insurance programs, and we counsel clients regarding strategies for improving their coverage 
during renewal negotiations. 

Our lawyers have litigated trade credit insurance disputes to successful resolutions domestically 
and across the world, involving companies and projects spread across the United States and the 
United Kingdom, South and Central America, and the Far and Middle East and Australia. We 
have handled matters before a range of major arbitral institutions, including the London Court for 
International Arbitration and the International Chamber of Commerce. Cases range from 
individual claims for small- to medium-sized businesses, to multiple, linked arbitrations involving a 
number of insurers, with amounts at issue reaching into the hundreds of millions of dollars. 

A representative list of K&L Gates’ engagements in the trade credit insurance area includes: 

• Represented a financial institution in a series of linked London-seated arbitrations relating 
to three distinct underlying transactions in Brazil, Mexico, and the United Arab Emirates, 
with insurance underwritten by Lloyd’s of London syndicates.   

• Represented a major construction company in relation to an insurance claim arising 
from nonpayment of fees due in respect of a substantial Middle Eastern infrastructure 
project. 

• Represented a trustee in the bankruptcy of paper broker in a claim relating to sale on credit 
of pulp and paper products. 

• Advised a Japanese chemical manufacturing company on insurance policies and certain 
customer contracts in relation to potential bad-debt claims. 

• Representing paper broker in significant claim under trade credit policy and negotiating 
terms of settlement after initial denial of coverage. 

 

 

 



Trade Credit Insurance Coverage Experience 

• Representing Japanese construction company in connection with claim arising from 
insolvency of major Middle Eastern customer. 

• Advising on a wide range of trade credit claims and disputes including advice on policy 
interpretation and drafting of wordings.  


